May 1, 1997

RECOGNITION ON RETIREMENT OF
TIM SHEANE

(Mr. THOMAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, | take
this time to recognize someone who or-
dinarily is never recognized and, in
fact, acknowledge that there are a
number of people who do their jobs and
do them well without which this House
could not function.

The particular individual is a gen-
tleman by the name of Tim Sheane,
who is in the Legislative Counsel’s Of-
fice. He is retiring. For more than 20
years he has assisted the then-Commit-
tee on House Administration and the
now Committee on House Oversight in
putting together the legislation nec-
essary to do the people’s business.

So on behalf of the members of the
committee and the staff who have
worked with Tim Sheane for endless
hours in producing work product and
for those like him, | would like to give
the long overdue recognition to him
and to all of those who do not normally
share the spotlight in doing the peo-
ple’s work.

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. THOMAS. | yield to the gen-
tleman from Connecticut.

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to join my colleague from
California and say that, again, while
oftentimes what we see here is the heat
that comes off of partisan battles, that
many, if not most of the staff, work for
all the Members of the Congress.

This is a perfect example, work for
the good of the country, done a spec-
tacular job. | would like to join the
chairman in his commendation.

HOUSING OPPORTUNITY AND
RESPONSIBILITY ACT OF 1997

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 133 and rule
XXI1l, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly the House resolved itself
into the Committee of the Whole House
on the State of the Union for the fur-
ther consideration of the bill (H.R. 2)
to repeal the United States Housing
Act of 1937, deregulate the public hous-
ing program and the program for rental
housing assistance for low-income fam-
ilies, and increase community control
over such programs, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. GOODLATTE in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Commit-
tee of the Whole rose on Wednesday,
April 30, 1997, all time for general de-
bate had expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the committee
amendment in the nature of a sub-
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stitute printed in the bill shall be con-
sidered under the 5-minute rule by ti-
tles and each title shall be considered
read.

Before consideration of any other
amendment, it shall be in order to con-
sider the amendment printed in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on April 29,
1997, if offered by the gentleman from
New York [Mr. LAzIO] or his designee.
That amendment shall be considered
read, shall be debatable for 10 minutes,
equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent, shall not
be subject to an amendment, and shall
not be subject to a demand for division
of the question.

If that amendment is adopted, the
bill, as amended, shall be considered as
an original bill for the purpose of fur-
ther amendment. During consideration
of the bill for amendment, the Chair
may accord priority in recognition to a
Member offering an amendment that
he has printed in the designated place
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Those
amendments will be considered read.

The Chairman of the Committee of
the Whole may postpone until a time
during further consideration in the
Committee of the Whole a request for a
recorded vote on any amendment and
may reduce to not less than 5 minutes
the time for voting by electronic de-
vice on any postponed question that
immediately follows another vote by
electronic device without intervening
business, provided that the time for
voting by electronic device on the first
in any series of questions shall not be
less than 15 minutes.

UNFUNDED MANDATE POINT OF ORDER

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr.
Chairman, pursuant to section 425 of
the Congressional Budget Act and Im-
poundment Control Act of 1974, | make
a point of order against consideration
of the committee amendment to the
bill, H.R. 2.

Section 425 states that a point of
order lies against legislation which ei-
ther imposes an unfunded mandate in
excess of $50 million annually against
State or local governments, or does not
publish prior to floor consideration a
CBO estimate of any unfunded man-
dates in excess of $50 million annually
for State and local entities or in excess
of $100 million annually for the private
sector.

Sections 105 and 106, on pages 25
through 49 of H.R. 2, contain violations
of section 425 of the Congressional
Budget and Impoundment Control Act.
Therefore, | make a point of order that
this measure may not be considered
pursuant to section 425.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from North Carolina [Mr. WATT] makes
a point of order that the amendment in
the nature of a substitute violates sec-
tion 425(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974.

In accordance with section 426(b)(2)
of the act, the gentleman has met his
threshold burden to identify the spe-
cific language in the amendment on
which he predicates the point of order.
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The text of section 105 and section
106 of the amendment, on pages 25
through 49 of the reported bill, is as
follows:

Sec. 105. Community Work and Family Self-Suffi-
ciency Requirements.

(a) COMMUNITY WORK REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

paragraph (3), each public housing agency
shall require, as a condition of occupancy of
a public housing dwelling unit by a family
and of providing housing assistance under
title 111 on behalf of a family, that each
adult member of the family shall contribute
not less than 8 hours of work per month (not
including political activities) within the
community in which the family resides,
which may include work performed on loca-
tions not owned by the public housing agen-
cy).
y()2) EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND LIABILITY.—
The requirement under paragraph (1) may
not be construed to establish any employ-
ment relationship between the public hous-
ing agency and the member of the family
subject to the work requirement under such
paragraph or to create any responsibility,
duty, or liability on the part of the public
housing agency for actions arising out of the
work done by the member of the family to
comply with the requirement, except to the
extent that the member of the family is ful-
filling the requirement by working directly
for such public housing agency.

(3) EXEMPTIONS.—A public housing agency
shall provide for the exemption, from the ap-
plicability of the requirement under para-
graph (1), of each individual who is—

(1) an elderly person:

(2) a person with disabilities;

(3) working, attending school or vocational
training, or otherwise complying with work
requirements applicable under other public
assistance programs (as determined by the
agencies or organizations responsible for ad-
ministering such programs); or

(4) otherwise physically impaired to the ex-
tent that they are unable to comply with the
requirement, as certified by a doctor.

(b) REQUIREMENT REGARDING TARGET DATE
FOR TRANSITION OUT OF ASSISTED HOUSING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each public housing agen-
cy shall require, as a condition of occupancy
of a public housing dwelling unit by a family
and of providing housing assistance under
title 111 on behalf of a family, that the fam-
ily and the agency enter into an agreement
(included, pursuant to subsection (d)(2)(C), as
a term of an agreement under subsection (d))
establishing a target date by which the fam-
ily intends to graduate from, terminate ten-
ancy in, or no longer receive public housing
or housing assistance under title I11.

(2) RIGHTS OF OCCUPANCY.—This subsection
may not be construed (nor may any provi-
sion of subsection (d) or (e)) to create a right
on the part of any public housing agency to
evict or terminate assistance for a family
solely on the basis of any failure of the fam-
ily to comply with the target date estab-
lished pursuant to paragraph (1).

(3) FACTORS.—In establishing a target date
pursuant to paragraph (1) for a family that
receives benefits for welfare or public assist-
ance from a State or other public agency
under a program that limits the duration
during which such benefits may be received,
the public housing agency and the family
may take into consideration such time limit.
This section may not be construed to require
any public housing agency to adopt any such
time limit on the duration of welfare or pub-
lic assistance benefits as the target date pur-
suant to paragraph (1) for a resident.

(4) EXEMPTIONS.—A public housing agency
shall provide for the exemption, from the ap-
plicability of the requirements under para-
graph (1), of each individual who is—
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